
MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 




INFORMATION 



1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 


JOHN BROWN 
GENERAL HAIG 



SUBJECT: Report for the President's Files on His 

Meeting with Cambodian Chief of State 
Cheng Heng on Sunday, October 25, 1970, at 
4 P. M. (45 minutes) " i S g 
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In accord with your request, attached is the official interpreter's 
memorandum of the subject conversation (Tab A). 
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President’s Conversation with 
Cambodian Chief of State Cheng Heng. 
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Mr. Henry Kissinger, Assistant to the President on 
Kational Security Affairs 

Assistant Secretary Marshall Green, Bureau of East Asian 
s.nd Pacific Affairs 
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The President expressed to Cheng Heng the American people’s 
admiration (for the courage the Cambodians have shown during these 
very difficult times. They have surprised -many observers throughout 
the world because of their capacity to defend themselves. The 
President believed that people like the Cambodians, who cherish 
tneir independence and are willing to .sacrifice and- fight for it, ... 
will win out. We want to help, to the extent possible, so that the 
Cambodians may. be independent and choose their own way without foreign 
invaders imposing their will. 

• ' .- ‘ 1 . . 

Cheng Heng thanked the President on hehalf of the Cambodian 
people for the friendship, support, and assistance the. President has •' 
given them. Thanks to the destruction of- the sanctuaries and the 
provision of training, supplies, and materiel, the Cambodians have 
so far been able to resist the advance of the North Vietnamese and ; ' 
Viet Cong aggressors. . * 

* * 

But, remarked the President, we know that no nation' can 
survive unless its people are. willing and able to defend themselves, 

U'e in the United States can help, but in the last analysis it is the 
character of the Cambodians that will determine their future. 
Therefore, ve have been very encouraged to see during these difficult 
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t ime s hew brave the Cambodians have been and bow loyal 
to the present government. 


oneng neng contxrmeu that all the people of^’Csmbodia 
are determined to fight against the enemy, and by "all’* 

be meant the youth, the Buddhist clergy, the officials 
and the peasants, * 

Naturally, he added, his government wants to- go on/- 
the offensive now, but unfortunately it lacks the heavy 
weapons and communications equipment to do so. It is t he - 
GkR s wish to free the people in enemy “controlled areas 
as soon os possible. Those people do not support the 
enemy and -in tact have sent emissaries to ask that they be 
liberated and to supply the GKR with information. The* 

GKR would like to be able to equip 210,000 men by the end 
oi 1970. They have the manpower but lack the weapons. 

The President replied that we are trying to cooperate 
with the -GkR. ke have certain limitations placed upon 
us by our Congress, but the President has issued instructions 
that, to the extent possible, we want to cooperate with 
and assist the Cambodian armed forces so that they may defend 
themselves. The Nixon Doctrine involves just that, we prefer 
not to go into a country and defend it ourselves, but rather 
to help it defend itself by providing U.S, assistance such .-as 
arms. - ^ 

The President then asked xchether Cheng Heng was 
expecting a North Vietnamese offensive during the coming 
3Jo vember -December dry season. 

Cheng Heng said there were rumors to that- effect, 
but he felt that there was no need to be especially concerned 
because the North Vietnamese had already exhausted every . 
means they had to eliminate the Camhod ians. . and had failed, vcy. 
Moreover, the Cambodian troops and the North Vietnamese 
troops were pretty much on an equal, footing and faced with 
the s ante conditions (”Nous mar chons comme so the 

wet season had not presented a special advantage for the 
Cambodians. Conversely, the dry season would not present 
a special advantage for the other side. 
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Additionally, said Cheng Heag, the destruction of 
the sanctuaries had made it hard for the enemy to obtain 
the supplies, medicine, and food they need. They can 
no longer obtain them, by sea, and the Ho Chi Einh Trail 
is very hard to traverse. 

The President cemented that we rsust be sure that 
they can never again obtain supplies by the sea routau. . — 

He then asked what support Sihanouk had among the population, 
Vas there. a small group or clique of Sihanouk supporters? 

Cheng Reng replied that at the time they removed 
Sihanouk from office they had the support of the right and 
some neutralists. But there had been a pro-Sihanouk group, 
composed of wealthy people who had received ravers trom 
Sihanouk. Even they were coming over to the GKR's side 
now, because, ranch as they thought of Sihanouk they could not 
be pro- Cornu n 1st. Moreover, all the men vbo were in Peking 
with Sihanouk, except for the Ccmrauists who had come from 
Paris, were anxious to leave China for France or Cambodia, 
because they could not stand life in Peking. Asked how 
many there were, Cheng Hong estimated aoouc 10 to 12, 
including a general (Duong Saxs 01) who had been undergoing 
medical treatment at the time of Sihanouk’s visit to Peking 
and was left stranded there. The men with Sihanouk had 
spsz emeries in Paris and money in Geneva and Paris, and were 
anxious to leave. 

The. President asked whether they were under house 
arrest. Che®g Reng said they were* He also said that his : „ 

government had sought to make contact with some of the® 
at the bus it-jea Conterence-, but round that *-k y wetfi lw*ay s 
followed by three c-r four armed bodyguards* 

Cheng Eeng then told- the' President that. -.the latest 
.word about Sihanouk was that he was ^ in a bad state and had 
reportedly attempted to commit suicide.' He finds himself 
under Chinese Comaun 1st orders, required to- recite pre- 
fabricated speeches - the sort of thing he would never have 
agreed to h before. Additionally' the "Reds" who came from 
Paris will not let him do as he pleases and require that 
all decisions be taken by vote, to wnicb Sihanouk.: is not 

amenable. 
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Cheng Ken g mentioned that Sihanouk broadcast* 
almost every day on Radio Peking and regularly contradicts 
. rinse If . His doing so is beneficial to the GKR because 
the Cambodians no longer want to listen to Radio Peking 
; They co not vant to listen to the Cambodian government 

! e ,‘ Lt ^ ier ’ because it broadcasts insTftrs~about 

• Sihanouk, just as Sihanouk insults the present government . > 

* licrerore , the Cambodians listen to the Voice of America 
which they consider core neutral. The old peasants? 
particularly, are touched by the wav VGA continues to refer 
to Sihanouk as ’’Samdech" Sihanouk. 

President then asked how the people had reacted! 
to the proclamation of the republic. He asked that be- 
cause certain of his Southeast .Asian friends had expressed 
concern about it, saying tnat the peasants and the old people 
were opposed to the republic. Even though they were against" 
b lo&nouk , they were said to like the idea of royalty. 

Cheng Heng said that was not quite true. There had 
been isome concern about that but the people have come to 
understand the situation and, except for a minority of old 
people, everyone in Cambodia favored the republic after 
waving been subjected to the dictatorship of the monarchy 
ipr many years. Even the old people were being led to 
change their minds by their children, who were officials, 
clergymen, youth leaders, etc. 

The President asked what percentage of the young- 
people had favored the proclamation of the Republic. Cheng 
Hang, said *11 of the young people and all of t*e intellectuals 
4.t&c a.oit it* Only $on>6 -of cld^r p£&s&rvts v?er£ 

against it and they were beginning to understand why it 
was done. The GKR. had explained that Sihanouk himself had 
destroyed the monarchy by taking over the position of Ring, 
then Chief of State, and acting like a President. In sum, 
he had destroyed the monarchy without regularizing the 
situation. The present, government had merely regularized : 
it , and everyone understood that now. 
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President Nixon wished to* assure the Chief of 
State that we are very proud to stand side hvMde w-th 

su*p£f £° p f^ th6y . have ^miration and «£ 

'V- ? C \ ^ J-*tsxder,t reiterated his belief that it — 
at. not »o jsjuch what we may do but Cambodia’s own 

12Trt* tl °* thSt ViU k£e? ic ^dependent. S then 

to^tl <!■ *Tv !°^ 0nVey his be « to General 

vho-*tbl ri ^ ^ hts other colleagues, some of 

Ca^odil. nt JSeC durins bis 1553 visit to 


for ^^ng again expressed his people’s gratitude 

hid goLf^t^ “i^ COT “ «* friendship the &S££ 

a difftcu'ir C-rchodta had been going threueh 

said he J v“ r the «*** f« sooths, "he 

do to 1 5n y' h “S the Resident could 

' activate economic aid to , 

sain en , . °* u oc;.oocia. Also, he 

U.S. They want to * assistance from the 

to sru-y-f-h 1 d thelr y° ra 8 people to the O.S. 

thtJ w’A*’ ” ot want to S£nd thea elsewhere where 
the> n>ay be led astray into the other earn. 

m 

President Mixon said cul tu->-a 1 as«i«frnno _-u_ - , 
top priorij-v v, A assistance should have 

the id.-" o-f' * «, e j. ie ved in cultural exchange and liked 

"*■ ^ young Lamaodians coming here to study. 


would . h ®5 0,K * 1 c ptogras:, the President said we 

* i“* s T : t pathetic attitude towards OabodiaV 

# J recognised that we could not zive ri liter v ■- 

&id without economic t, cc ' v.- • s . T ^ 13 -S-»*T 

we were iMvrVirwJ' C i ' r * singer pointed out that 

we ^ere working on an economic aid program- now, 
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